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God Bless 

America 
 

 
 

 
 

Today is June 30, 2017, the Friday before a long 4th of July weekend. Millions of Americans worked 

hard, in factories making products, offices providing services, on construction crews building roads, in 

hospitals treating illnesses and injuries, and at fast foods flipping hamburgers for minimum wage. On 

summer vacation, students are working at any job they can find.  

Some families will be on vacation, spreading across the country enjoying the almost limitless 

recreational opportunities found in America. Others, caught in poorer circumstances, will spend another 

day fighting the endless war to feed and clothe their families. 

We are normal Americans from sea to shining sea, working hard to support families, pay off student 

debt, and get an education. We are every sex, race, and religion. America's backbone is comprised of 

responsible citizens contributing to their communities and country any way they are able. 
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I took the above 

photograph at Arlington 

National Cemetery, and 

the second one at 

Gettysburg National 

Military Park. Please study 

them for a moment. None 

of the tombstones are 

marked black, white, red, 

brown, or yellow soldiers. 

Nor are they marked 

Catholic, Jew, Protestant, 

or Muslim. Were they 

women or men? It does 

not matter. 

 

These Americans paid the ultimate price for our freedoms. They are ONE for an eternity. I'm a Veteran, 

and proud of all who ever served. While most never faced combat, we committed to fight and die if 

required. Collectively, the military has always taken responsibility, and because they won, we can 

celebrate the Fourth of July, our Constitution, and a free America. Today our military serves across the 

globe, many in harm's way, sometimes using old technology. Pray for them. Support them. 
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We celebrate our freedoms this weekend, and while divided, enjoy the rights and privileges of America. 

We speak without reservation, although political correctness is eroding this freedom. We enjoy religious 

freedoms, also under fire, and the press is not constrained. We are each free to pursue our passions, 

while limited by circumstances, opportunities, and our decisions. The Fourteenth Amendment that 

states, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal," is a work in progress 

and the solutions are very complex.  

Our prayers are for a truly united country. First, however, we need a mission- to build a competitive 

America where everyone has an opportunity to succeed. To achieve this mission we must lead in 

science, technology, energy, and environmental integrity. While seemingly in conflict, knowledge, good 

decisions, and positive actions will allow the use of each to achieve the others. We can do it. 

Enjoy your Fourth of July and your freedoms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne L Staley 
Affinity Systems LLC 

http://www.waynelstaley.com/ 

http://www.competitiveamerica.us/ 
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Decision-making in a Disruptive Reordering 

https://www.amazon.com/Decision-Making-Disruptive-Reordering-Staley/dp/152348036X

