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 FORGOTTEN PURPOSE 
 
 

 

I am most thankful for two wonderful revelations. The first is new clarity of purpose and values. The 

second is converting potentially negative time to a positive purpose. While celebrating the effect, the 

cause is both troubling and sad. The feeling is akin to leaving an old friend and knowing you may never 

see each other again, but if you do, that warm feeling will be gone. 

History is replete with examples of systems, countries, institutions, and businesses failing when they 

lose focus on their purpose and mission. In America, many systems are fragmenting into the concrete of 

institutionalization and lost purpose. 

Among these is the National Football League. I have gone through nearly three years on a constant diet 

of political commentary and angst, and look for places to get away from it. As a Green Bay Packers fan 

for fifty years, I make every effort to watch the game, often creating time at the expense of other 

opportunities. Football was one of my retreats. Now that it has lost its purpose, I will pursue other 

endeavors. I will not boycott the advertisers because they will remain unknown. 

Many of the players politically demonstrate during the National Anthem; some kneel, while others lock 

arms. From my perspective, either method is disrespecting our flag, and dishonoring everyone who has 

served to guarantee their freedoms. The athletes have a right to express their opinion, and I believe that 

many players view it as a moral obligation. For others, it is going along to get along, groupthink.  
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The issue is social justice, making the Civil War a relevant starting point. While initially it was about the 

right of southern states to secede from the Union, the core underpinning for the war was the right to 

own slaves.  

The Union army was racially inclusive: 

White 2,489,836 

Black 178,975 

Native American 3,530 

  

https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/facts.htm 

 

The war was the bloodiest in American history, as seen in the following chart from The Civil War Trust 

https://www.civilwar.org/learn/articles/civil-war-facts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 620 thousand Union military service people, including many blacks, died freeing America 

from slavery and retaining the union. The statistics do not separate the dead by color, nor should they. 

They were all Americans, like those that fought in subsequent wars, and respecting the flag honors their 

memory. 

 

The South was not part of the Union and their casualties, 483 thousand, are not included in the above 

figures. The Civil War claimed 1.2 million American lives, more than all of our other wars combined. My 

great-grandfather was grievously wounded fighting for equal rights for blacks. Other relatives perished.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.civilwar.org/learn/articles/civil-war-facts
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All photos taken at Gettysburg, National Cemetery, Gettysburg, PA  
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Where would we be if Hitler had won World War II? Family members fought and were killed or 

wounded in that war. In the service, I worked countless hours in the operating room helping fellow 

service members that were hurt in the act of protecting our country. Our OR staff was male and female, 

black and white and mixed, and two were gay, but we had a common purpose, and we liked each other. 

I was saddened as friends died in Vietnam. Society severely damaged others when they returned home. 

Our military serves all over the world and in lock step with civilian law enforcement work hard every 

minute of every day to keep us safe. Think about the paradox. Ironically, they protect stadiums while 

players protest their very existence.  

We all served in the military to defend the right of every NFL player to protest and defame the flag. For 

the same reason, they need to respect those of us that disagree with the venue for their protest. There 

are consequences for every action. I reserve the right to change channels and not go to games. So will 

multitudes of others. We all affect each other's lives, and unintended consequences often determine 

the future. 

The average NFL game, a strictly commercial endeavor, takes approximately three hours. It has roughly 

70 plays, with about eleven (11) minutes of actual action. That leaves the rest of the time for 

commercials and commentary. The NFL provides a highly coveted and targeted market to advertisers, 

paying $300,000 to $700,000 for a thirty-second commercial in regular games but $5 million for a thirty-

second ad in the Super Bowl. This ad revenue provides the wealth powering the NFL, including the 

players' salaries. Their only purpose of employment is to play competitive football and provide three 

hours of escape for the fans, and they fail to deliver. 

I will stand with and respect all brothers and sisters in arms who honor the American flag, our freedom 

symbol. They are every race, color, and sex, who have or currently serve our country in the military, law 

enforcement, fire protection, or emergency medicine.  

I will honor the dead, stand for the National anthem, and gladly put my right hand over my heart. I will 

tear up when the sad notes of Taps are played for one of the fallen. I will thank God for living in a 

country so filled with opportunities. A place where a kid brought up in abject poverty could enjoy so 

many successes. For me, the requiem will be the NFL, not the flag that I respect, or the purpose it 

represents, Freedom for ALL. 

Best regards, 

Wayne L Staley 

Affinity Systems LLC 

http://www.waynelstaley.com/ 

http://www.competitiveamerica.us/ 

 

 

http://www.waynelstaley.com/
http://www.competitiveamerica.us/
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      ERP Lessons Learned at Amazon.com 

https://www.amazon.com/ERP-Lessons-Learned-Structured-Process/dp/1482035553

